Biographical Summary:  Bob Byers

Bob is an Arkansas native, born in Heber Springs in 1957.  At age 2, his family moved to Central Arkansas, where he grew up in Greenbrier.  Bob’s parents were both teachers and his father a minister, and both were very active vegetable gardeners.

Following a degree in Music Education from the University of Central Arkansas (1980), Bob worked on maintaining the grounds of the Conway Country Club for several years before completing a Master of Landscape Architecture (1989) from Louisiana State University.  A licensed landscape architect, he has worked for the National Park Service at Apostle Islands, WI, and for design firms in Jacksonville, FL. and Birmingham, AL.  

From 1990 to 1994, he served as a visiting lecturer in Landscape Architecture and Agricultural Engineering at the University of Arkansas.  While in Fayetteville, he worked on numerous private and commercial design projects with Bob Callans and Associates, and Judy Brittenum, Landscape Architect.  Some of the more significant projects were the Peel House Mansion Museum Gardens and City Park Improvements, City of Fayetteville.  He continues to do residential design work when time allows.

Bob came to Hot Springs in 1994 as curator of Garvan Woodland Gardens, the University of Arkansas’ botanical garden, and currently serves as the garden’s director of operations.  He works with a highly dedicated staff to upgrade the Gardens’ public services, including consultation and design work on $8.2 million of completed and upcoming state funded capital improvements and numerous programs and gardens funded by over $10 million in private donations.  He also works with about 450 volunteers helping to build and publicize facilities and programs.
